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Over the course of the past year in our city we have been able to transform an area of one of our most popular parks into a shining star facility across the state of Tennessee with the total renovation and reconstruction of the Sanders Ferry Park Boat Ramp and Docks – which are now part of the Bill Dance Signature Lake Series.
· Facility Description: Sanders Ferry Park sits at the end of a residential peninsula along Old Hickory Lake.  Built by the Corps of Engineers and the City of Hendersonville in the 1980s, this park is the host each year to thousands of residents and visitors participating in the following activities: Picnics, Disc Golf, Concerts, Cross Country Races, Festivals, Church Services and perhaps most importantly – Fishing Tournaments and daily Fishing and Lake Recreation. The Boat Ramp and Docks that we recently reconstructed and renovated were the originals, built in the 1980s and had been becoming issues for boaters, fishermen, residents and visitors.  When it was announced in 2022 that Old Hickory Lake was to be included in Governor Bill Lee’s “Bill Dance Signature Lake Initiative” we truly had no idea what that might mean for Sanders Ferry Park.  We were hopeful that some type of renovations might occur but we had no idea what would be coming to the park.  Working with the Tennessee Wildlife Resource Authority and the State of Tennessee Department of Tourism, we were able to reimagine our Boat Ramp and Docks and create the premier launch on Old Hickory lake in a public park that is now serving our residents and visitors in a way like never before. With three large tournament style fishing docks and an expanded ramp area with three lanes, more boats, jet skis, and kayaks can tie up and more and larger boats are now able to access the park. We are now able to host more marquee fishing tournaments, provide more for our residents on a daily basis and the overall safety and appeal of the park is at a level we never dreamed possible. 
· How the facility best serves, benefits, and impacts our community: Thanks to these renovations over the past year, we have seen a tremendous impact in our community. Families who, for many years, have had to use other launches and ramps in the community are now able to utilize Sanders Ferry Park. We have seen an increase in the number of events that we are able to host at the park bringing in additional economic impact to our city. We have been seen local residents from inside our city be able to use this ramp to now access docks and marinas in other areas of the local community.  We have been able to increase safety in this area of the park with the new docks providing rails and accessibility that we did not have previously. Having this amazing new ramp and docks is a game changer for our community and we could not be more proud to showcase it!
· How it enhances or compliments existing features in our parks system: Our Parks are known for their first-class facilities, but also, and perhaps even more importantly, our various locations that pay tribute to those who helped make our city what it is today. We have a park road named after Conway Twitty. We have bridge named after Bonnie Sloan, the first deaf player in the NFL. We have a soccer stadium named after a local coaching legend. We have two fields named after members of our local Sertoma Club who helped build those by hand. To have this new Ramp and Docks to be the namesake of Fishing Legend Bill Dance is not lost on us.  Bill Dance is the name in all of fishing that is universally loved and revered.  The level of these monuments and markers are at a level that raises the bar in our Parks for future things like this that will be installed. The care and thought that went into to placing and planning for each individual element goes right in line with the care that is placed on everything in our Parks System daily.  The fact that the Governor’s office selected our new Ramp and Docks to be part of this Signature Series is a big deal to our community and now puts Sanders Ferry Park in line with all the other Parks in our system.  
· How community involvement was considered in the facility’s development: In 2021 our Parks System completed a System-Wide Master Plan with well over 2000 residents responding.  One of the major calls from our residents was to enhance our boat ramps and docks in our community, particularly Sanders Ferry Park.   Their input helped give our elected officials and parks staff a directive that was not to be ignored.  Over the years every event that occurs in Sanders Ferry Park and every shelter that is rented puts money towards a Sanders Ferry Park Improvement Fund.  These funds built up over the years to help establish a fund balance of well over $200,000.  These funds were used recently to replace every roof on the 8 shelters at the park and funds were used to help towards the construction of these new docks and ramps as well.  Additionally, we routinely have community park clean up days in this community and we are constantly told by our residents how important this facility is to our community.  The citizens engagement and involvement in this park made it easy for our elected officials the the TWRA to budget funds towards this major improvement.  Without this engagement, we are not sure that it would have had the support that it did. 
· How will the facility be best utilized in the future: In the coming years this newly renovated and revitalized area of our park will continue to be a hub for community gatherings, fishing tournaments, recreational water use, and more. We have already been contacted by national fishing tournaments, the high school state fishing tournament and college fishing tournaments to be a host site.  We will continue to utilize this Ramp and Docks to provide for our residents and bring in tourism dollars to help support our local economy.
· What makes this project an award-winner: There are multiple aspects of this facility and project that make it an award winner:
· Public / Private Partnership: The community support for this renovation and partnership with our local groups is something that is not often seen at this level in today’s world. For community donations to exceed the $200,000 mark for renovations to this facility shows that this community is passionate about Sanders Ferry Park. With the contributions of our Board of Mayor and Aldermen, Local Residents, State and Local Tourism Offices and the Tennessee Wildlife Resource Authority, we were able to put together an amazing project for the community.
· Creativity and Function of the Facility: The addition of the three tournament docks that extend further out into the water allow to us now have more and larger boats tie up to this park.  It also allows for kayakers and jet ski users to tie on at the park.  This has not been the case in the past.  The docks were constructed also so that we can come back and add an ADA Kayak lift.  This is a very unique feature that we plan to add over the coming year. The Ramp having three lanes is a one-of-a-kind ramp in our community.  It is just a wonderful place in our Parks System and a jewel of our city that has not been renovated to a level that gives it its proper status.
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